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§ 979.15 Varieties.
Varieties means and includes all clas-

sifications, subdivisions, or types or
melons according to those definitive
characteristics now and hereinafter
recognized by the U.S. Department of
Agriculture or recommended by the
committee, and approved by the Sec-
retary.

§ 979.16 Export.
Export means shipment of melons to

any destination which is not within the
48 contiguous States, or the District of
Columbia, of the United States.

§ 979.17 District.
District means each of the geographic

divisions of the production area ini-
tially established pursuant to § 979.24 or
as reestablished pursuant to § 979.25.

§ 979.18 Part and subpart.
Part means the Order Regulating the

handling of Melons Grown in South
Texas and all rules and regulations and
supplementary orders issued there-
under. The aforesaid Order Regulating
the Handling of Melons Grown in South
Texas shall be a subpart of such part.

COMMITTEE

§ 979.22 Establishment and member-
ship.

(a) There is hereby established a
South Texas Melon Committee, con-
sisting of ten (10) members, to admin-
ister the terms and provisions of this
part. Six members shall be growers,
three members shall be handlers, and
one shall be a public member. Each
shall have an alternate who shall have
the same qualifications as the member.

(b) Each member, other than the pub-
lic member, shall be an individual who
is, prior to his selection and during his
term of office (1) a resident of the pro-
duction area, and (2) a grower or han-
dler, or an officer or employee of a
grower or handler, or of growers’ coop-
erative marketing organization.

(c) Five members shall be growers
from District No. 1 and one member
shall be a grower from District No. 2.
No person, if he handles melons, shall
be eligible for selection as a grower
member on the committee unless all of
the melons handled by him during the

fiscal period immediately preceding his
proposed selection to the committee
were his own production or unless such
person is an officer or employee of a
growers’ cooperative marketing asso-
ciation. Three members shall be han-
dlers from District No. 1.

(d) The public member and alternate
shall be a resident of the production
area and be neither a grower nor a han-
dler and shall have no direct financial
interest in the commercial production,
financing, buying, packing or market-
ing of melons, except as a consumer,
nor shall such person be a director, of-
ficer or employee of any firm so en-
gaged.

§ 979.23 Term of office.

(a) Except as otherwise provided in
paragraph (b) of this section, the term
of office of committee members and
their respective alternates shall be for
two years and shall begin as of March
1 and end the last day of February or
for such other two year period as the
committee may recommend and the
Secretary approve. The terms shall be
so determined that approximately one-
half of the total committee member-
ship shall terminate each year. Mem-
bers and alternates shall serve in such
capacity for the portion of the term of
office for which they are selected and
have qualified, and until their respec-
tive successors are selected and have
qualified;

(b) The term of office of the initial
members and alternates shall begin on
the effective date of this subpart. Ap-
proximately one-half the initial com-
mittee members and alternates shall
serve for a 1 year term.

§ 979.24 Districts.

To determine a basis for selecting
committee members, the following dis-
tricts of the production area are hereby
initially established:

District No. 1: (Valley) the counties of Cam-
eron, Hidalgo, Starr, Brooks, Kleberg, Jim
Hogg, Kenedy, and Willacy in the State of
Texas.

District No. 2: (Laredo-Coastal Bend) the
counties of Zapata, Webb, Duval, Jim
Wells, Nueces, San Patricio, La Salle,
McMullen, Live Oak, Bee, and Refugio in
the State of Texas.
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